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Year 10 NCEA Level 1 NCEA Level 2 NCEA Level 3 

English English English Literature OR 
English Film Studies 

English Literature* 
English Film Studies* 

Te Reo Maaori Te Reo Maaori Te Reo Maaori  Te Reo Maaori*                                                                   
Te Ao Maaori Te Ao Haka Te Ao Haka Te Ao Haka* 
 Tuu Rangatira Tuu Rangatira  
Spanish Foreign Languages Foreign Languages Foreign Languages* 
Ancient Civilisations History History  History* 
Investigative Geography Geography Geography Geography* 

Social Studies  Tourism Tourism                                                                  
Legal Studies   

Drama Drama Drama Drama*                                            

Digital Art OR 
Visual Art 

Digital Art OR 
Visual Art 

Design Design* 
Photography Photography* 

Visual Art Painting* 
Print Making* 

Music Half/Full Year Music Music Music*                                              
Design and Visual 
Communications (DVC) 

Design and Visual 
Communications (DVC) 

Design and Visual 
Communications (DVC) 

Design and Visual 
Communications (DVC)* 

Digital Technology  Digital Technology  Digital Technology Digital Technology* 
 Business & 

Administration   

Food Technology Hospitality Hospitality & Catering Hospitality & Catering 

Technology Hard 
Materials 

Materials Technology 
(Metalwork/Woodwork) 

Materials Technology: 
Wood 

Building and 
Construction 

Materials Technology: 
Metal 

Product Design 
Technology* 

Science 

Chemistry & Biology OR 
Physics & Earth Space 
Science OR 
Science 

Biology Biology*                                                                             

Chemistry Chemistry*                                                                           

Physics Physics*                                                                                
Primary Industries  Primary Industries  

Mathematics Mathematics OR 
Numeracy 

Algebra & Statistics  Calculus*  
Statistics* 

Numeracy  
Business Studies Business Studies Business Studies Business Studies* 

Health & Physical 
Education 

Physical Education Physical Education Physical Education* 
Sport Studies Sport Studies  

Health Health Health* 

 Early Childhood 
Education  

Outdoor Leadership Outdoor Leadership Outdoor Leadership  
  MIT Trades Academy: 

Automotive 
MIT Trades Academy: 
Automotive 

  MIT Trades Academy: 
Nursing  

Subject shown in RED are compulsory. *University Entrance Approved Subject (UEAS)  
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INTRODUCTION 
 

This guide provides students and their parents/caregivers with information about the Year 10 subjects 
available at Waiuku College.  It is hoped that this information will help students, and their parents/caregivers, 
as they decide what subjects to take next year. 
 
Choosing the right subject is very important as it can have a major influence on a student’s educational 
success.  Students have a lot of subjects to choose from. It is important that they think carefully about where 
they want to go when they leave school before they decide which courses to take. If a student has no idea 
what they want to do they should choose a broad range of subjects. Remember, it becomes more difficult 
to change direction as students progress through the senior school, so think carefully, consult widely and 
choose wisely. 
 
Selecting Subjects 
Take a close look at the Waiuku College Subject Overview on the previous page. The overview shows all of 
the subjects available at Waiuku College. Paying particular attention to which subjects lead on from Junior 
level to NCEA Level 1, 2 and 3. 
 
Note those subjects that stop at a particular level, and plan how you will fill your options if you go on. 
 
Students should follow a broad-based, general course of study for as long as possible.  Early specialisation is 
not recommended. 
 
General criteria you should use in your choices are: 
 
• Your interests 
• Your abilities 
• Any career intentions you have 
• Allow for flexibility in case of a change in your career plans 
• Any subjects needed for higher level or tertiary studies 
 
To make good decisions, you need the right information.  Check that you have: 
 
• Discussed your subject choices with your family, teachers, Dean and the Careers Advisor 
• Used the Quest Database at www.careers.govt.nz 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

The school reserves the right to cancel or change courses. 
 
 
 
 

 

Important Dates 
• Wednesday 24th July – Course Information booklets emailed to students/parents  
• Wednesday 31st July & Thursday 1st August – Pouako Conferences  
• Friday 9th August – Deadline for all subject choices to be entered via KAMAR portal  

 

http://www.careers.govt.nz/
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WHO CAN I CONTACT FOR MORE INFORMATION/ADVICE? 

If you have any questions regarding any of the courses on offer at Year 10 email the following people: 

COURSE TEACHER EMAIL ADDRESS 

Ancient Civilisations Mrs Hughes hg@waiuku-college.school.nz 
Art Ms Isemonger rebecca.isemonger@waiuku-college.school.nz  
Business Studies Mr Palmer ash.palmer@waiuku-college.school.nz  
Design and Visual Communication Mr Narayan na@waiuku-college.school.nz  
Digital Art Ms Isemonger rebecca.isemonger@waiuku-college.school.nz  
Digital Technology Mr Flynn john.flynn@waiuku-college.school.nz  
Drama Ms Davison kate.davison@waiuku-college.school.nz  
English Miss M Flynn michelle.flynn@waiuku-college.school.nz  
Food Technology Mrs Drummond nada.drummond@waiuku-college.school.nz  
Foreign Languages  Mr Ditchburn ke@waiuku-college.school.nz  
Investigative Geography Mrs Adamski bx@waiuku-college.school.nz  
Hard Materials Mr Fryer fr@waiuku-college.school.nz 
Mathematics Mr Dama sunny.dama@waiuku-college.school.nz  
Music Ms Neilands odessa.neilands@waiuku-college.school.nz  
Outdoor Leadership Mr Hainsworth aaron.hainsworth@waiuku-college.school.nz  
Health & Physical Education Mr Hainsworth aaron.hainsworth@waiuku-college.school.nz  
Science Mr North nr@waiuku-college.school.nz  
Social Studies Mrs Hughes hg@waiuku-college.school.nz 
Spanish Mrs Bryce fiona.bryce@waiuku-college.school.nz  
Te Ao Maaori Whaea Rhema Jakeman rhema.jakeman@waiuku-college.school.nz  
Te Reo Maaori Whaea Rhema Jakeman rhema.jakeman@waiuku-college.school.nz  

 
For general advice you can email the following people: 

TEACHER ROLE EMAIL ADDRESS 

Mrs Drummond Awaroa Whaanau Leader nada.drummond@waiuku-college.school.nz  
Mrs Woods Kaiwaka Whaanau Leader kathryn.woods@waiuku-college.school.nz  
Mrs Williams Manaanukanuka Whaanau Leader ru@waiuku-college.school.nz 
Mr O’Donnell Rehua Whaanau Leader patrick.odonnell@waiuku-college.school.nz  
Mrs Woods Careers Advisor kathryn.woods@waiuku-college.school.nz  
Ms Joyce Yr9 Deputy Principal je@waiuku-college.school.nz  
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mailto:bx@waiuku-college.school.nz
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mailto:je@waiuku-college.school.nz
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YEAR 10 COURSES  
In Year 10, all students take the core subjects: 

• English 
• Mathematics 
• Science 
• Social Studies 
• Health and Physical Education 

 
They also choose up to four option subjects: 
 

Option Subjects 

Full Year Options Half Year Options 

• Music 
• Spanish 
• Te Reo Maaori 

• Ancient Civilisations 
• Art 
• Business Studies 
• Design and Visual Communication 
• Digital Art 
• Digital Technology 
• Drama 
• Food Technology 
• Hard Materials 
• Investigative Geography 
• Music 
• Outdoor Leadership 
• Te Ao Maaori 

 
Students can take a mixture of full and half year options as follows: 
 

Example 1 

First full year option Second full year option 

 

Example 2 

First full year option 
First half year option 

Second half year option 

 

Example 3 

First half year option Second half year option 

Third half year option Fourth half year option 

JUNIOR OPTIONS GUIDELINES 2025 
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HOW TO ENTER YOUR SUBJECT CHOICES ON KAMAR 

Students should login into the Waiuku College KAMAR Portal. If they have forgotten their KAMAR login 
details, they can ask their Pouako (Form Teacher). 

Once they have logged in they should click on Course Selection and then click next to their chosen subject. 
Note, you can only select one subject per column. In addition to the required number of courses students 
should also choose two alternative courses by ticking next to the course name in the Alternate column . If, 
for any reason, we are unable to offer you one or two of your chosen courses we will use the alternate 
courses instead. 

Students do not need to enter the core subjects as this will be done for them. 

Students going into Year 10 in 2025 must select up to four option subjects as follows: 

• Two full year options 
or 

• One full year option and two half year options 
or 

• Four half year options 

When they are ready to confirm their choices they should click on Preview Selection and then Confirm 
Selection. 

If for any reason, a student changes their mind they can log back in and change their choice of subjects any 
time before the deadline. It is important that they confirm their new selection when they are finnished. 

The deadline for students to enter their subject choices on KAMAR is 3:10pm on Friday 9th August. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

https://parent.waiuku-college.school.nz/index.php
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      PLANNING SHEET 

 
 
 
                  
        
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

      
       
 
      ? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Don’t know  Get a job 
immediately      

Do a diploma or  
certificate course at 
polytechnic or a 
training course     

Do a degree at 
university or 
polytechnic  

For this I will need NCEA Level 3 in: 
1.  ___________________________ 
2.  ___________________________ 
3   ___________________________ 
4.  ___________________________ 
5    

For this I will need NCEA Level 3 in: 
1.  ___________________________ 
2.  ___________________________ 
3   ___________________________ 
4.  ___________________________ 
5    

So, at Level 1 I need: 
1.  English 
2.  Mathematics 
3   A Science (or Primary Industries) 
4.  ___________________________ 
5.  ___________________________ 
6.  ___________________________ 

START 

When I leave school, I hope to: 

Have you 
checked 

Degree/Diploma 
Certificate 

requirements? 

As a: 
 
 

The course/training will 
possibly be in:   
__________________
__________________
__________________
   

The degree will 
possibly be in: 
_______________
_______________
_______________
   

So I must keep 
my course as 
general as 
possible 

So, at Level 1 I need: 
1.  English 
2.  Mathematics 
3   A Science (or Primary Industries) 
4.  ___________________________ 
5.  ___________________________ 
6.  ___________________________ 

So, at Level 2 I need: 
1.  English 
2.  ___________________________ 
3.  ___________________________ 
4.  ___________________________ 
5.  ___________________________ 
6.  ___________________________ 

So, at Level 2 I need: 
1.  English 
2.  ___________________________ 
3.  ___________________________ 
4.  ___________________________ 
5.  ___________________________ 
6.  ___________________________ 
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Subject: ANCIENT CIVILISATIONS – 10HIS 
OPTION CHOICE:  HALF YEAR  

Number of Lessons per Week: 3  

What will you be learning? 
This half year course will offer students the opportunity to study the cultures of some of the world’s ancient 
civilisations.  These civilisations provide some of the most interesting opportunities for students to explore and learn 
about ancient cultures and the events that have shaped our society.  The course involves a one-day fieldtrip to the 
Auckland War Memorial Museum. 
 
What Will You be Studying?  

• Ancient Mesopotamians 
• Ancient Egyptians 
• Ancient Greeks 
• Student Choice of either Viking Europe or Ancient Asia  

Assessment 
Assessment will be completed in collaborative learning groups and through an individually assessed test.  
 
How Much Does the Course Cost?  

• $25 for a fieldtrip (optional but recommended) 

What Does This Subject Lead On To?  
• NCEA Level 1 History 

 
 

Subject: ART – 10ART 

OPTION CHOICE:  HALF YEAR  

Number of Lessons per Week: 3  

What will you be learning? 
This half year course builds on the Year 9 course with a range of practical, hands-on Art making activities. Students 
will get a taste of Drawing and Painting by creating their own Art works. As well as printmaking or mixed media 
Sculpture. This course also helps set students up for NCEA Level 1 Visual or Digital Art.  
 
What Will You be Studying?  

• Drawing 
• Painting 
• Mixed Media 
• Printmaking 

 How Much Does the Course Cost?  
• NIL 

What Does This Subject Lead On To?  
• NCEA Level 1 Visual Art or NCEA Level 1 Digital Art 
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Subject: BUSINESS STUDIES – 10BUS 
OPTION CHOICE:  HALF YEAR  

Number of Lessons per Week: 3  

What will you be learning? 
The course aims to develop life skills around financial literacy (money ‘matters’).   
 
What Will You be Studying?  

• Finance – Basic terminologies and financial documents  
• Technology – Use and understand appropriately  
• Literacy – Process information using both literacy and numeracy tools  

 
How Much Does the Course Cost?  

• Nil 

What Does This Subject Lead On To?  
• NCEA Level 1 Business Studies 

 
 

Subject: DESIGN AND VISUAL COMMUNICATION – 10DVC 
OPTION CHOICE:  HALF YEAR  

Number of Lessons per Week: 3  

What will you be learning? 
The course includes project design and basic working drawings produced using problem solving skills taught through 
the use of the Design Process. 
 
What Will You be Studying?  

• Graphics and formal drawing skills 
• Solid Geometry 
• Engineering Drawing 
• Architectural drawings 
• Visual communication skills 

 
How Much Does the Course Cost?  

• Nil 

What Does This Subject Lead On To?  
• NCEA Level 1 Design and Visual Communication (Graphics) course.  
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Subject: DIGITAL ART – 10ARTD    

OPTION CHOICE: HALF YEAR   

Number of Lessons per Week: 3   

  
What will you be learning?   
This half year course builds on the Year 9 course with a range of digital art making activities. Students will 
get a taste of Photography and Design. As well as using digital drawing or moving image to create a series 
of Art works. This course also helps set students up for NCEA Level 1 Visual or Digital Art.   
  
What Will You be Studying?   
Photography (Learning photography skills to create a series of your own images)  
Design (Designing your own stickers from your digital Art)  
Moving image (Creating a stop motion film from photos)  
Digital drawing (Using digital tools to create digital art)  
  
How Much Does the Course Cost?   
NIL  
  
What Does This Subject Lead On To?   

• NCEA Level 1 Visual Art or NCEA Level 1 Digital Art  

 
 

Subject: DIGITAL TECHNOLOGY – 10DTE 

OPTION CHOICE:  HALF YEAR  

Number of Lessons per Week: 3  

What will you be learning? 
This half year course introduces students to the key components of Digital Technology using a wide range of 
software packages including: Adobe Creative Cloud, Blender, Microsoft Office 365, and Scratch. Some software is 
free and can be installed on students’ laptops at no charge. The other software is available on the 
school’s computers, but can be purchased at a discounted rate through the school. 
 
What Will You be Studying?  
Projects that encompass 

• Design 
• Digital media 
• Coding 
• 3D modelling 

 How Much Does the Course Cost?  
• Nil (unless you would like to purchase software through the school) 

What Does This Subject Lead On To?  
• NCEA Level 1 Digital Technology 
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Subject: DRAMA – 10DRA 
OPTION CHOICE:  HALF YEAR  

Number of Lessons per Week: 3  

What will you be learning? 
In this course students will be able to link their own imaginations, thoughts and feelings with drama practice and 
history in many different ways. They will work together to create their own plays for primary school students, 
perform in a class production and learn the basics of stage technology including operating theatre lighting. This 
subject leads onto NCEA Level 1 Drama. 
 
What Will You be Studying?  

• Improvisation  
• Performing with a script  
• Creating your own plays  
• Children’s theatre  
• Realism  
• Using costume, lighting, props etc  

How Much Does the Course Cost?  
• Nil 

What Does This Subject Lead On To?  
• NCEA Level 1 Drama  

 
 
Subject: FOOD TECHNOLOGY – 10FNT 

OPTION CHOICE:  HALF YEAR  

Number of Lessons per Week: 3  

What will you be learning?                     
This option is a must for any student interested in food and all that this encompasses. If you are interested in 
working in the hospitality industry, becoming a chef, owning your own restaurant or café, learning more about food 
and nutrition, developing new products and gaining some important life skills, this is the option for you. A range of 
interesting topics are covered including nutrition, food safety and hygiene and product design and development.  
 
What Will You be Studying?  
A range of interesting topics are covered including: 

• Food safety and hygiene 
• Nutrition 
• Baking (cakes, sponges, and scones) 
• Product design and development (burgers) 

 How Much Does the Course Cost?  
• Nil  

What Does This Subject Lead On To?  
• NCEA Level 1 Hospitality 
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Subject: HARD MATERIALS – 10THM 
 
OPTION CHOICE:  HALF YEAR  

Number of Lessons per Week: 3  

What will you be learning? 
This course has a strong emphasis on practical work. It suits those students with a vocational interest in engineering, 
building or woodwork.  The nature of this course is similar to a traditional wood/metal work course. 
 
What Will You be Studying?  

• ‘Design and make’ tasks 
• Project constructed from wood 
• How to make a sheet metal tool-box 

How Much Does the Course Cost?  
• Nil 

What Does This Subject Lead On To?  
• NCEA Level 1 Technology Hard Materials 

 

 

Subject: INVESTIGATIVE GEOGRAPHY – 10GEO 

OPTION CHOICE:  HALF YEAR  

Number of Lessons per Week: 3  

What will you be learning? 
This half year course introduces students to learning about the natural and cultural environments in our local 
landscape.  
 
What Will You be Studying?  

• Global Issues will be investigated such as the geography of disease, population problems and megacities. 
• Navigation skills will be a key focus with an introduction to using GPS and GIS technology.  
• Field work, practical work and assessment will be completed in collaborative learning groups. 

 How Much Does the Course Cost?  
• $25 for a field trip (optional but recommended) 

What Does This Subject Lead On To?  
• NCEA Level 1 Geography 

 

 
 
 
 

 



32 
 

Subject: MUSIC - 10MUSHY 

OPTION CHOICE:  HALF YEAR  

Number of Lessons per Week: 3  

What will you be learning? 
Students will take what they learnt in Year 9 and put it to the test by forming their own bands and put on a show at 
the end of the course.  This includes continuing to learn how to play their instrument of choice, developing active 
listening skills to understand and explain different genres of music, and learning to play music as a member of a 
group.  Along the way, students will have opportunities to write a blues song. 
 
What Will You be Studying?  
Students will gain skills in 

• How to play your chosen instrument 
• How to truly listen to music 
• How to contribute to a group performance 
• How to write music 

 How Much Does the Course Cost?  
• Nil  

What Does This Subject Lead On To?  
• NCEA Level 1 Music 

 
Subject: MUSIC - 10MUSFY 

OPTION CHOICE:  FULL YEAR  

Number of Lessons per Week: 3  

What will you be learning? 
Students will develop and build on what they learnt in Year 9.  This course is best suited for those students who want 
to learn as much as they can about becoming a musician.  Students will learn to listen to music and understand it 
enough to explain and play it by ear.  It also includes learning about the history of music and how we define music 
genres. Students will have instrument lessons as they prepare for solo and group performance. They will learn 
different way to write music.  
 
What Will You be Studying?  
Students will gain skills in 

• How to play and master your chosen instrument  
• How to truly listen to music and learn how to use that to help write your own  
• How to contribute to a group performance while also understanding how to become a performer  
• How to write music, read it and work together to create your own compositions.  

How Much Does the Course Cost?  
• Nil  

What Does This Subject Lead On To?  
• NCEA Level 1 Music 
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Subject: OUTDOOR LEADERSHIP – 10ODL 

OPTION CHOICE:  HALF YEAR  

Number of Lessons per Week: 3  

What will you be learning? 

You will be learning about the environmental care code, while having a number of outdoor education 
experiences in the local environment, such as tramping, camping, orienteering and rock climbing. 
 
What Will You be Studying?  

• Orienteering 
• Rock climbing 
• Tramping 
• Harakeke weaving 
• Adventure Based Learning (ABL) 

 
How Much Does the Course Cost?  

• Some of the outdoor experiences will have a cost. TBC 
  

What Does This Subject Lead On To?  
• NCEA Level 1 Outdoor Leadership  
• NCEA Level 1 Physical Education 

 

Subject: SPANISH – 10SPA 

OPTION CHOICE: FULL YEAR  

Number of Lessons per Week: 3 

What will you be learning?  
Students will learn how to communicate with Spanish speakers on a variety of interesting topics such as 
asking and answering questions about themselves, family details and pets, describing people, liking and 
disliking foods, school subjects, leisure activities, and more. Students will develop their skills of reading, 
writing, listening, and speaking in authentic contexts 

What Will You be Studying? 
Students will gain skills in 

• Listening and speaking in Spanish 
• Reading and writing in Spanish 

How Much Does the Course Cost?  
• NIL 

What Does This Subject Lead On To? 
• NCEA Level 1 Spanish 
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Subject: TE AO MAAORI – 10TAM 

OPTION CHOICE: HALF YEAR  

Number of Lessons per Week: 3 

What will you be learning?  
This is a half year course, during which students will develop their understanding of beginner level Te Reo 
Maaori, Maaori histories, principles and beliefs, all encapsulated within Tikanga (customs and practices) 
that have evolved from traditional times to the present. This course is delivered in English and has 
elements of Waiata (Music) and Digital Technology.  

What Will You be Studying? 
Students who successfully complete this course should be able to: 

• Describe and understand basic principles of traditional Māori customs, beliefs and values and 
connectedness to identity 

• Explore and retell local legends using digital technology and/or Tito Waiata.  

How Much Does the Course Cost?  
• NIL 

What Does This Subject Lead On To?  
•  Level 1 Te Ao Haka.   

 
 

Subject: TE REO MAAORI – 10MAO 

OPTION CHOICE:  FULL YEAR  

Number of Lessons per Week: 3  

What will you be learning? 
This is a full year course, during which students will develop an understanding of Tikanga Maaori (Cultural 
Practices) through learning the Maaori Language. The primary focus will be the practical development 
across the four skills - reading, writing, listening, presenting and speaking. 
 
What Will You be Studying?  
Students will gain skills in 

• Written and oral language 
• Art 
• Culture 

 How Much Does the Course Cost?  
• Nil  

What Does This Subject Lead On To?  
• NCEA Level 1 Te Reo Maaori and/or NCEA Level 1 Te Ao Haka 
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